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The definite news of the Russian general mobilization,
ordered about 6:00 P.M. on July 30, was surprisingly late in
reaching Berlin.
In St. Petersburg neither Pourtales nor the German Mili-
tary Attache, Eggeling, knew anything of it until the morn-
ing of July 31, after the news had already been printed in the
newspapers and been posted up in the streets for hours,
As soon as Eggeling learned of it, he hurried to Pourtales,
who sent off a telegram at 10:20 A.M.:
General mobilization of the army and navy ordered.
First mobilization day, July 31.102
Bethmann telephoned the news to Potsdam. The Kaiser
motored at once to Berlin. A conference took place with
Bethmann, Moltke and other officials. About 1:00 P.M.
it was decided to proclaim "Threatening Danger of War"
[drohende Kriegsgefahr]. This proclamation set in motion
a number of precautionary measures preparatory to actual
mobilization, and was somewhat similar to the Russian
"Period Preparatory to War." It did not necessarily and
inevitably involve mobilization, but it meant that the Ger-
man Government expected it would be followed by mobili-
zation within at least forty-eight hours, and mobilization
would mean war. As Bethmann telegraphed to Vienna, in
order to persuade Austria to divert her mam effort against
Russia instead of against Serbia:
After the Russian total mobilization we have proclaimed
"Threatening Danger of War," which will presumably be
followed within forty-eight hours by mobilization. The
latter inevitably means war. We expect from Austria an
immediate active participation in the war against Russia.103
102 pourtal&s to Bethmann, July 31,10:20 A. M,, received 11:40 A. M.;
K.D., 473.
103Bethmann to Tschirschky, July 31, 1:45 P.M.; received 4:20
P.M.; K.D., 479. Moltke also said the same more emphatically to Con-
rad in telephone conversations in the course of the afternoon and pyening